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From the President –

Is it time to plant the crop already?  It seems like we just finished harvesting.  
I hope this newsletter finds all of you ready for spring.  I know I am!  The board is 
working hard to make some updates in the bylaws and work on setting up policies.  
We are also starting to work on the 2008 conference.  Please let your district 
representative know what you would like to see at the conference.  The conference 
needs to meet your needs as members.

You will also find in this issue information about running for a board position.  
At this conference we will be electing a President, Secretary, Reporter, and 2, 4, and 6 
district representatives.  If you are interested please do not hesitate to nominate 
yourself or nominate a friend that is interested.  If you have questions about what is 
involved feel free to email me at jennysinman@yahoo.com and I will answer your 
questions.  If a board position seems too much for you consider serving on a 
committee.  Let me know if committee work is more what you want to do.

Keep up the good work. KWIA is definitely getting noticed for all the good we 
have done.  Let your district representative know if there is an event in your area 
where you would like KWIA board representation.  Our display travels very easily!!  
Hopefully this spring will be good to all of you as you plant a new crop!  It is amazing 
what Kentucky Women do to feed the world!!

Jenny Inman

2008 Officers:
President – Jenny S. Inman
Vice President – Sara 
Williamson
Secretary – Sharon Furches
Treasurer – Phyllis Amyx
Reporter – Ashley Osborne
Past-Presidents –
    Terry Gilbert
    Alice Baesler

Bonnie O. Tanner

2008 Board Delegates:
District 1 – Stephanie Young
District 2 – Pam Pilgrim
District 3 – Michelle Armstrong
District 4 – Jane Elam
District 5 – Sharon Denney
District 6 – Pat Lambert
District 7 – Becky Hicks

Contact Information:
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 4409
Lexington, Kentucky 40544-4409

Phone/ Fax: 1-877-266-8823

Email: info@kywomeninag.com

Website:  
www.kywomeninag.com
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Save the Date!

9th Annual KY Women in Agriculture Conference

October 29th – 31st, 2008
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Lexington, KY

More information coming soon! Visit 
http://kywomeninag.com/.
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Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy Appoints Chief of Staff 
Contact: Angela Blank, Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy, Released March 6, 2008

Frankfort, Ky- Roger Thomas, Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy (GOAP), 
announced the appointment of Joel Neaveill as Chief of Staff for the office. Neaveill was originally appointed to 
the Governor's Office of Agricultural Policy in 1999 where he has served in program development and 
administrative roles.

“I am pleased to have Joel as the new Chief of Staff where his experience and knowledge will play a major role in 
the development of GOAP and the programs administered,” said Roger Thomas. “He was an integral team 
member in the creation of a program structure for the Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund, which has 
invested more than $256 million in agricultural diversification projects across the Commonwealth.”

As Director of Operations, Neaveill maintained day-to-day functions of the GOAP including budget 
development and implementation. Concurrent to this role, Neaveill also served as Coordinator for the Phase II 
tobacco settlement program which provided over $732 million in direct payments to Kentucky tobacco farmers. 
He also served as a project analyst, assisting applicants of the KADF through critical evaluation of applications 
and business plans.

Neaveill received a BA in Political Science from the University of Louisville and is also a graduate of the 
Natural Resources Leadership Institute. He lives in Louisville with his wife, Jennifer and their two children, 
Trevor and Morgan.

The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy provides a direct link between Kentucky’s Governor and one of 
Kentucky’s most important industries, agriculture. GOAP administers the Kentucky Agricultural Development 
Board (Phase I), the Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corporation, and the Kentucky Center for Agricultural 
Development and Entrepreneurship (KCADE). GOAP is committed to providing leadership to develop and 
implement agricultural development policies, and represents Kentucky’s interests as national policy is developed 
which results in a brighter future for the Commonwealth. 

For more information on GOAP visit our website at http://agpolicy.ky.gov.

Needed! A Few Good Women!

Kentucky Women in Agriculture, Inc. will be electing new board members during the annual 
business meeting at the October 29th – 31st statewide conference. Members are welcome to 

nominate themselves or another member (with their permission).

Positions to be elected include:
President
Secretary
Reporter

Delegates for Districts 2, 4 and 6

Additional information is available in this newsletter, along with a nomination form.
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Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear Unveils the Kentucky 
Agricultural Relief Effort (K.A.R.E) Initiative

This $8.15 million initiative will provide assistance to producers affected by the 2007 Freeze and Drought
Contact: Angela Blank, Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy, Released March 13, 2008

FRANKFORT, KY – Gov. Steve Beshear unveiled an $8.15 million initiative to help farmers whose crops were 
damaged by severe weather conditions last year – the late freeze last spring and extensive drought throughout 
the summer and fall.

The Kentucky Agricultural Relief Effort (K.A.R.E.) will use Kentucky Agricultural Development Funds to help 
farmers recover from the devastation caused by the back-to-back weather disasters.

The program was approved by the Kentucky Agricultural Development Board, chaired by Gov. Beshear, in 
February. 

The program will help farmers make improvements and investments related to water availability and forage to 
lessen the impact of future weather problems.

“Farming is a challenging way to make a living, and some years it’s more stressful than others, but because of the 
$8.15 million investment in the K.A.R.E. program, we will be able to reach out to farmers whose crops were 
devastated,” said Gov. Beshear. “Farmers need help developing alternative water sources that will head off the 
impacts of future droughts; assistance with renovating and reestablishing pastures and hay fields; along with 
equipment and facilities that will help improve forage quality.”

In September the Kentucky Agricultural Development Board approved minor changes to County Model 
Programs making them more “drought friendly” to producers across the state. It also created a program designed 
to assist in the promotion of county education programs. In February, the board voted to commit Kentucky 
Agricultural Development Funds to develop a drought relief program.

On Monday, March 17, the guidelines for K.A.R.E. will be posted on the Governor’s Office of Agricultural 
Policy’s website for organizations wishing to administer this program on behalf of farmers. It will utilize 
infrastructure within the Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund’s existing programs.

Visit http://agpolicy.ky.gov for information. 

Our Youth Need Your Voice!
Submitted by Alice Baesler

If you have never called your Kentucky Representative or Senator, now is the 
time. The renovation of the Kentucky FFA Camp in Hardinsburg was left out of the 
Governor’s budget.  We need to make the investment in our youth and future leaders.
This facility has been crucial in developing leadership skills in our youth for the past 60 
years and has been an asset to their adult lives. The camp hosts 300 students per week 
during the summer. Let your representative know the positive experience your family has 
had at the FFA camp!
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American Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Conference

The American Farm Bureau Women's Leadership Conference will be held in Louisville, Kentucky April 25-28, 
2008 at the Galt House Hotel and Suites. The deadline for registration is March 21, 2008. Registration 
information can be found at the American Farm Bureau web site www.fb.org, click on the Events link on the 
left-hand side of the page, then click on Calendar of Events. There will be many good workshops and speakers at 
the conference, including Jon Carloftis, Jolene Brown and Kate Adamson. JD Crowe and the New South will be 
performing on Monday night after a day of touring many Kentucky sites of interest. 

The Kentucky Farm Bureau Women's Leadership Conference will be held on Friday, April 25 for a one day 
conference at the Galt House prior to the American Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Conference. For more 
information on the state conference, visit www.kyfb.com/federation/KFB%20Women/leadership_conf.asp. 

Rural Heritage Development Initiative ~ Historic Barn Tour

The Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI) is pleased to announce the next Historic Barn Tour, 
Saturday, April 12, 2008, departing from the Bardstown Farmer’s Market at 9 a.m. and returning at 5 p.m.
This tour has been organized to highlight historic barns and farmsteads in the RHDI region as well as create 
awareness of rural preservation issues.

Tickets are $45 which includes transportation, lunch, snacks, as well as information about each place we visit.
Those interested can find the registration forms at www.preservationkentucky.org by clicking on the RHDI 
Historic Barn Tour link. Please plan to register no later than April 8 – seating will be limited on the motor 
coach and our last tour sold out, so plan to make reservations today! The tour will require walking. Stops on the 
guided tour include:

�™ A 19th Century Farm in LaRue County featuring tobacco barns and historic corn crib
�™ Lunch at Homeplace on the Green River
�™ Tour of the Farming Operations at the Abbey of Gethsemani

Please do not hesitate to contact Amy Potts with any questions by calling 270-765-9235 or e-mailing 
amy@preservationkentucky.org. 

Photo provided by Pam Pilgrim, KWIA District 2 Delegate
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Calendar of Events

April 17-22
Earth Week and Earth Day

Beginning April 17th and ending on Earth Day, 
April 22nd, a weeklong Earth Day Celebration will take 
place across the Commonwealth. 
This year Kentuckians are 
encouraged to Go For the Greenby 
developing environmentally 
friendly, lifelong habits. For more 
information visit
www.ca.uky.edu/enri/earthday/. 

April 25
Kentucky Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Conference
Galt House Hotel and Suites, Louisville, KY

This one day conference will be held prior to the 
American Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership 
Conference. The program will include fantastic tours 
with unique and interesting stops, timely workshops and 
encouraging presentations. All Kentucky participants 
will have the opportunity to experience the "Derby 
Dinner Playhouse" dinner theater Friday evening. For 
conference highlights or more details regarding the 
meeting contact Scott Christmas at 502-495-5000 or 
schristmas@kyfb.com.

April 25-28
American Farm Bureau National Women’s Leadership 
Conference
Galt House Hotel and Suites, Louisville, KY

The deadline for registration is March 21, 2008. 
Registration information can be found at the American 
Farm Bureau web site www.fb.org, click on the Events 
link on the left-hand side of the page, then click on 
Calendar of Events. 

May – Month Long Event
May is Water Awareness Month!

Counties across the Commonwealth celebrate 
Kentucky Water Awareness Month by participating in 
activities such as afterschool programs, environmental 
day camps, and homemaker club meetings. Visit 
www.ca.uky.edu/enri/kwam.htm or contact Ashley 
Osborne at 859-257-2505 or ashley.osborne@uky.edu
for more information. 

May 4-10
National Drinking Water Week

Numerous citizens throughout the United States 
celebrate National Drinking Water Week by 
participating in activities, such as water tasting contests, 
touring water treatment facilities, & storytelling. For 
more info visit http://www.awwa.org/. 

May 14th   
Spencer County, Kentucky AG Day
Taylorsville Elementary School, Taylorsville, KY

Grades 1st -5th will participate with the Spencer 
County Farm Bureau and Kentucky Farm Bureau on 
such subjects as livestock, growing a garden, farm 
equipment safety and food nutrition.  It will be held 
between 9 am and 1 pm.

August 14-24
Kentucky State Fair
Kentucky Exposition Center, Louisville, KY

Offering a wide selection of exhibits, rides, food, 
crafts, animals, competitions, music, games and 
entertainment, this annual celebration of summertime 
fun will fill all one million square feet of the massive 
Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville. Acres of 
additional outdoor activities will also be available. For 
more information go to http://www.kystatefair.org/.

September 25
All Commodity Field Day
University of Kentucky Robinson Station, Jackson, KY

September 27
Mountain Pride Goat Show
Jackson, KY

October 22-25 
National FFA Convention

October 29-31 
9th Annual Kentucky Women in Agriculture Conference
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Lexington, KY

More information coming soon! Visit 
www.kywomeninag.org. 
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Kentucky Women in Agriculture Board
Nomination Information

Nominees sought for:
President Secretary Reporter District Delegates for Districts 2, 4 and 6

The term of office is two years beginning January 1, 2009.

Duties of the President
�x Preside at all general membership and board meetings and perform the duties of Chief Executive Officer.
�x Insure that the Constitution and Bylaws are executed by everyone concerned and that all officers of the 

Organization properly discharge their duties.
�x Call special meetings at the request of the Board of Directors.
�x Serve as a co-signer for all accounts.
�x Appoint committees as needed.
�x Serve as the designated representative of the organization.
�x Chair the Executive Committee.
�x Serve as an ex-officio member of all committees.

Duties of the Secretary
�x Conduct the correspondence of the organization and keeping account of the same.
�x Keep minutes of all meetings and distribute prior to the next meeting.
�x Maintain the books and papers relating to the office of Secretary.
�x Issue all notices of meetings.

Duties of the Reporter
�x Serve as editor for the KWIA quarterly newsletter.
�x Coordinate printing and mailing of quarterly newsletters.
�x Work with the website manager to update and maintain the organization’s website.
�x Prepare and distribute press releases as requested by the Board of Directors.
�x Preside over meetings in the absence of the President and Vice-President.

Duties of District Delegates:
�x Represent the members from their respective district.
�x Serve as point of contact for recruitment of new members within their given district.
�x Serve as Chair or Co-Chair of a KWIA committee.

District 2 –Bell, Breathitt, Clay, Harlan, Jackson, Knott, Knox, Laurel, Lee, Leslie, Letcher, Owsley, Perry, 
Rockcastle, Whitley and Wolfe. 

District 4– Anderson, Bourbon, Boyle, Clark, Estill, Fayette, Franklin, Garrard, Harrison, Jessamine, Lincoln, 
Madison, Mercer, Nicholas, Powell, Scott and Woodford. 

District 6 –Allen, Barren, Butler, Daviess, Edmonson, Hancock, Hart, Henderson, Logan, McLean, Metcalfe, 
Monroe, Ohio, Simpson, Union, Warren and Webster. 

A KWIA District Map is available in PDF Format at http://kywomeninag.com/attachments/File/map.pdf. 
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Kentucky Women in Agriculture Board
Nomination Form

Please complete this page and submit as noted below.

Name of nominee: __________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________    Fax: ___________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________ Date: ________________________

Position sought:

�‰ President

�‰ Secretary

�‰ Reporter

�‰ District 2 Delegate

�‰ District 4 Delegate

�‰ District 6 Delegate

Nominated by: _____________________________________________________________
(Self-nominations are permissible and encouraged.)

I accept this nomination and hereby certify that I am a member in good standing of Kentucky 
Women in Agriculture, Inc.

Signature of nominee: _____________________________________ Date: ____________

Please attach a short bio (not to exceed ½ page) with this form.  This information will be shared with 
voters before the election and used in new releases and communications if elected.

Due date:  September 5, 2008

Return completed form to:  KY Women in Agriculture 
c/o Sara Williamson
Nominating Committee Chair
P.O. Box 4409
Lexington, Kentucky 40544-4409


